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–

enrichment programs. SPARK9s mission is to promote exploration of German on all levels in 

tails <serving while learning, 

acting to assist and benefit others while feeding one9s own mind and heart,= without <a tightly 

bound definition,= and is therefore <open ended, limited only by the creativity of someone who helps 

nriched by what he or she has learned from the other= (Kronick et al. 

instructors9 community engagement and service learning in their col

According to Thomsen, this reflection is <the most important aspect of service learning,= as 

<(s)tructured reflection on the service experience differentiates service learning from volunteering,= 
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engaged learning <encourages students to challenge 

in citizenship behaviors= (Kronick et al. 2011: 150)

overlooked: <In a very real sense, service

ions 8Who am I?9 and 8Where am I going?9 After having had an opportunity to 

nd what they enjoy doing= 

–

–

profiles describe each program9s academic context and the current scope of its SPARK Lab as case 

majors with a concentration in German. While the program used to have a master9s program and 

State University graduates pursue state certification through the <alternate route= program and do 

school9s after
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Institut9s 

such topics as <LEGO Castle Building= and <Global Outdoor Club = in response to community 

Chicago9s undergraduate program features three tracks to major in 

engaged in researching the city9s public school system and publishing policy recommendations.

University of Chicago9s chapter of the SPARK program was founded in 2020 and continues under the 

University of Chicago9s students make regular use of summer language instruction offered by the 

week9s lessons 

experienced student assigned to other teams. At the request of the school9s principal, University of 
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German, SPARK has piqued students9 interest in teaching. Depending on modality and schedules, 5

b director monitors student instructors9 progress, 

5 prefer to create their own instructional materials building on the GI9s 

credit <German 

Community Service Practicum,= an course that can be repeated three times and applied toward the 

in hosting <SPARK for German.= Additionally, the SPARK Lab director a

partner schools9 needs and infrastructure, student instructors teach during regular morning classes 
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statement, <My work in SPARK helped me believe that I can make a difference in my community,= 

only 4% of undergraduate degrees in world languages, while they earn 11% of all bachelor9s degrees 

and represent 12% of the U.S. population= (

<It made me a more fluent and confident speaker, both German and English. In addition to that, I learned 

understand that everyone brings different skills to the table.=
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One of SPARK9s goals is to build students9 readiness to teach German in various settings. In response 

ment <I am considering teaching 

native speakers in the future= applies to them. A striking 39.6% responded <yes= and 

an equally notable 47.2% responded <maybe,= while only 13.2% responded <no.= 
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appeal of the SPARK program. Since survey participants9 linguis

proficiency9 levels (A2.1, A2.2) have effectively assisted at some of the researchers9 
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prolonged isolation and online teaching (see The U.S. Surgeon General9s Advisory 2021

<SPARK is a very interesting combination of community work and my own studi

was more engaged in teaching as it was related to my studies.= The emphasis on diversity and 
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udents9 

–

–

–

https://www.actfl.org/uploads/files/general/Resources-Publications/21st%20Century%20Skills%20Map-World%20Languages.pdf
https://www.actfl.org/uploads/files/general/Resources-Publications/21st%20Century%20Skills%20Map-World%20Languages.pdf
https://schoolreports.cps.edu/
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–

–

Training transferable skills: Using <SPARK= as a stepping stone to career 

–

The U.S. Surgeon General9s Advisory (2021). Protecting Youth Mental Health: The U.S. Surgeon 

General9s Advisory. 

The U.S. Surgeon General9s Advisory (2023). Social Media and Youth Mental Health: The U.S. 

Surgeon General9s Advisory. 

„SPARK for German“ –

Das „

Unterricht in den USA< (SPARK) ist ein seit 2019 bestehendes, 

https://doi.org/10.1111/tger.12226
https://doi.org/10.1111/tger.12229
https://www.goethe.de/ins/us/de/spr/unt/efd/spa.html
https://www.goethe.de/ins/us/en/spr/unt/efd/spa.html
https://www.goethe.de/resources/files/pdf310/spark-broschure-20232023.pdf
https://www.goethe.de/resources/files/pdf310/spark-broschure-20232023.pdf
https://inclusivepedagogy.uchicago.edu/diversity-and-pedagogy
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/surgeon-general-youth-mental-health-advisory.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/surgeon-general-youth-mental-health-advisory.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/sg-youth-mental-health-social-media-advisory.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/sg-youth-mental-health-social-media-advisory.pdf
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dass „SPARK for German< in vielen Bereichen, die für den Deutschunterricht an Schulen in den USA 
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Ihr letzter Artikel <Luk愃Ā

Socialist Realism: A Case Study of Cold War Cultural Conflict= erschien 2023 im Journal of Narrative 

ikel, darunter die kürzlich erschienenen Studien <Decolonizing German from the 

Bottom Up= (MLN 2023) und <Prioritizing Diversity in an Elementary School 

Teaching Partnership= (Unterrichtspraxis 2023)

Publikationen und Unterricht gewann sie zahlreiche Ehrungen. Ihr letzter Artikel „Linguistic 

Landscapes in L2 classes< erschien 2024 in 

mailto:burgoyne@uchicago.edua
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mailto:ohnesorg@utk.edu
mailto:smwagner@stthomas.edu
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